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Out and About
Oak Project

On November 16th 2011 Beryl and Teresa visited Hastings concerning the Oak Projects
current problems in raising enough money to run courses and also in attracting the required
number of students.

Hillcroft

Beryl and Teresa visited Hillcroft on the 28th November 2011 to arrange a short course in
April 2012 to combine with our AGM. Unfortunately, after many negotiations arrangements
were not viable but the door is open for us to run a summer women’s weekend course.

Open University
An invitation to an Open University seminar at Milton Keynes enabled three members of the
committee to make some contacts with other Universities and projects which could develop
the work of Ransackers Association.

Active Aging
Another great opportunity was Jenny and Teresa attending the event called ‘Getting involved
in the European Year of Active Ageing and Solidarity between the Generations – EY2012’ on
the 6th March 2012. There were great networking opportunities to get the Ransacker
message across which created new liaison between delegates and speakers.

Brunel University

Monica Clarke personally attended a conference on 10th March 2012 at Brunel University
presented by Dr. Lynda Shaw, lecturer in Psychology & Neuroscience. The topic was, ‘Is
ageing well a gender issue?’ Dr. Joanna Bridger also lectured on her Progeria Research
Team Centre for Cell and Chromosome Biology.
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Something Understood -

A Unique Production for BBC Radio 4.

Mark Tully meets adult learners with no previous academic qualifications. He discovers the benefits of
education later in life, not just for the students but for society too.
Much of the programme is recorded in Oxford as Tully follows a rather unusual group of students as
they enrol at the University's Bodleian Library.
The "Ransackers" all missed out on education when they were younger, but they all have a passion
for a research project of their own choosing. Now, they have been given the chance to pursue their
interests by Ruskin College who pay all their costs for an intensive ten-week course of study.
In an interview with the Principal of Ruskin College, Audrey Mullender, Tully encounters the ideals of
John Ruskin, the 19th century art critic, painter and educationalist. In those days when the class
system was almost set in stone Ruskin believed that, through education, workers could achieve a vital
sense of self-fulfilment.
And it's the 21st century passion for the benefits of self-fulfilment that Tully encounters when he meets
the founder of the Ransackers, Vi Hughes. She speaks of the fear many older people have: fear of
education, and fear that they are not capable of learning or contributing.
Over nearly thirty years of tutoring at Ruskin, Vi Hughes has seen hundreds of lives transformed when
those fears are overcome. Hughes is a champion of the idea that access to education for all, benefits
the whole of society.
Tully also looks at other institutions such as the Open University and ponders if the ideal of education
for education's sake can survive the modern emphasis on education to meet the needs of industry.
But the last word is left to the Ransackers, who describe the freedom they have found amongst the
dreaming spires of Oxford.

Producer: Adam Fowler

In the Beginning ..... How did Ransackers start?
In 2001 a lady of perception called Vi Hughes recognised the untapped potential of older people, who
with a lifetime of ‘living’ experience had never had the opportunity to extend their learning to study and
research in a residential college setting alongside students of all ages and backgrounds. Vi, an adult
education tutor for over 30 years, looked for an agenda within the newly formed Better Government for
Older People (BGOP) and the Oxfordshire Pilot scheme, that would give older people the opportunity
to extend into new areas of learning. Finding none, Vi wrote a paper which became the Ransackers
Project, the name taken from the Scottish Gaelic word ‘rannsachadh’ which Vi discovered during her
own studies.
Fired by her embryo project Vi knocked on the doors of ministers of state, MPs, members of the
House of Lords and civil servants in the appropriate departments. With lots of promises but not a lot of
action Vi then went back to BGOP to present her paper at their annual conference. The proposal was
welcomed with great enthusiasm and a dedicated steering group set up. Vi approached the Esmee
Fairbairn Trust for funding and with the support of BGOP and the Leisure and Skills Council, the UK
Residential Colleges were targeted as project hosts.
In 2004 the first Ransackers courses were started at Ruskin and Plater Colleges, Oxford. Vi
approached the editor of Woman’s Hour to run a programme about the Ransackers Project which
resulted in 400 applications. The Ransackers Project has also been hosted by Fircroft College,
Birmingham, Hillcroft College, Surrey and Northern College, Barnsley and still runs at Ruskin.
Brighton University runs a part time course OAK (open access to knowledge) based on the
Ransackers model on the Hastings Campus.
The Ransackers Association is proud to have Vi Hughes as Honorary President.
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Ransacker Course
I started the 10 weeks residential course in April, unfortunately at the same time I was
diagnosed a diabetic. This I presume was a spontaneous way of using my studies and
research to concentrate on what I consider a condition which has plagued the fraternal side of
my family and more than all, led to the death of my father.
The project opened for me doors to liaise with various hospitals and community groups and to
compile a quantitative survey form to interview sufferers of this condition. This led me to
investigate genetic comparisons of the disease also to look at slavery and the introduction to
sugar cane and the wide use of sugar and salt internationally. Through the Ransacker
research studies I gained an award at the Burber Institute Birmingham. I have been able to
use the knowledge gained in different disciplines of studies also in developing technical skills
and in taking interest in assessing and caring for my own medical condition.
The Ransackers course was an amazing and wonderful way of working with younger
students and sharing insightfully learning capabilities together. As an older student, the fun
familiarities cannot be underestimated. Promoting learning by “doing” was an important
aspect of the course shared at Fircroft College. Tutors were 'a fillip' to learning, the
experience and culture of the college.
Having done the course, it opened opportunities not only to follow up other interest in diets
and nutrition but I now sit on the National Institute for Clinical Excellence committee to
contribute to the investigation of recent drugs for diabetes through Diabetes UK, and to follow
up diabetes research internationally and culturally.
I applaud the Ransacker course and appeal for it to continue all over Britain in residential
colleges. The course helps students to take a realistic interest in life experiences, and to
develop and concentrate on research skills in their advanced age. These choices help
students to do wide and wonderful studies which they would not have done if it were not for
the Ransacker initiatives in opening doors of opportunities. Many who have participated in
these studies are 55 years old and over and now have been fired up with enthusiasm to move
on to more productive lives and studies.
As there is an increase in the older age population, training can help to discharge loneliness
and put purpose in living also giving back resolve and drive to various communities. Older
people can therefore become useful, in volunteering and can use the skills gained to become
enablers to the young and others less able in society today, i.e. mentoring and in working
alongside various projects.
'Our education policy must enable everyone who has received education to develop morally,
intellectually and physically and to become a worker with a consciousness, culturally' ......
Mao Tse-Tung

Beryl McCorkle Fircroft 2008
berylmccorkle @ aol.com
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Benches as Resting Places
The heading captures the conclusion of my Ruskin paper of 2006. At its roots lay the
argument that walking strategies will fail in the absence of regularly sited resting places
(benches) throughout communities, say, about 400 metres apart.
More than 20 diverse national bodies (in fields of health, exercise, environment and ageing)
have supported my claim since 2000 that exercise and rest go hand in glove.
Years later we still have ‘no’ benches, yet departmental strategy documents promote the
concepts that socialising would be made easier, and health and mental health improved, if
older, disabled and convalescent people were to get out and about more.
Poor pedestrian infrastructure is causing government walking strategies to fail. In turn, key
health and transport issues, dependent upon the efficacy of exercise, will also fail.
Now, numbers in the 65-plus age bracket are set to increase by 75% over the next 30 years.
Simple arithmetic shows that relevant NHS/Care costs will rise by £51 billion p.a. in today’s
terms, a sum equal to Treasury income from 10.4p in the £ of basic rate tax.
This leads to the call for a 30-year national plan in which investment-in-the-future (including
publicity) will fire the core of exercise strategies and public health initiatives.
Since attending Ruskin in 2006, it has defaulted to me to develop a 30-year spreadsheet that
phases in calculated facts and best guesses.
My papers over the years have been passed to about eight individual Ministers, via my MPs
or No. 10.
Never have replies made reference to the concept of a coordinated 30-year national plan.
Yet Health and Humanitarian issues, Transport, Environmental and Community matters are
all inter-involved.
My thrust, as always, is beyond the brief of any individual Minister of State. In conclusion, a
new Ministerial position for long-term planning seems the only answer.

James Cruickshank

cruickshankjimmy@hotmail.com

KOVE (Kilburn Older Voices Exchange)
We are a campaigning group helping to raise the quality of life for older people in the Kilburn & West
Hampstead area of Camden. We carried out a survey of older people’s needs for community seating.
This got a good response and in October 2009 The Kilburn Area Forum agreed our proposal for
seating and allocated funding for three benches to be placed along Kilburn High Road. The seats are
now installed and are very popular with all ages!
It did not come without a struggle and KOVE had to argue the case over the importance of resting
places when some people have opposed the idea because of anti social behaviour etc.
We made a film about our campaign called - Living Seats. It was shown at the Kilburn Film Festival
last summer and has been shown to town, street planners, engineers and community safety officials
to show why community seating is important for older people. Camden Council have since consulted
us over new seating to be installed in the area.

Mel Wright Coordinator KOVE

See our website www.kove.org.uk
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Learning Surrounds Us
In a paragraph about myself in my Ransackers project I say: 'My main source of education
has been the Trade Union movement ...' I left school at the end of the term I became 15 and
started work. It was “1940” and young men were being called up for the Armed Services. I
had been befriended by an older woman, Margaret Newbold, and, when the Union
Representative was called up, she persuaded me to stand in the election. I was elected.
Margaret gave me much assistance and encouragement (I discovered later she was a
leading member of the Independent Labour Party.)
Some time after, my father was transferred to London in his job and there I was fortunate to
meet another remarkable older woman, Nada Berry. She made it her mission to guide
younger Union Members, not only in Trade Union (and political - she was a member of the
Communist Party) matters but also cultural, taking us to exhibitions and concerts. In 1943 I
was called up myself and when I returned, four years later, Nada was still active in the same
way.
I owe these two remarkable women a great deal. As I do people I met in the Army. One was
Arnold Kettle, a leading Academic, who led me through, in effect, a course in English
Literature. Another, while serving in India (itself a valuable learning experience), was Vikrami
Dutt Chopra, a political activist, who taught me about colonialism.
So I could go on, through life. I arrive eventually at Ransackers. This learning experience was
not just the lectures we received at Ruskin Collage. It was being in Oxford, its libraries and
museums. And it was each other!

Tony Carter Ruskin 2004

Learn with Grandma
I heard about a little 4 year old boy who saved his grandma's life by ringing 999 when she had
a heart attack. I could not stop thinking about this brave, clever little boy who did not panic but
quickly got help. I thought of all the children now being cared for by their grandparents and the
story of this little boy brought it home to me that both children and grandparents are at risk and
that all children should know what to do in an emergency.
So we came up with this card. Little children, even toddlers, can be taught what to do.
Dangerous situations are less frightening for children if they know what to do. Play a game of
"What to do if Grandma or Grandpa needs help" and explain how to follow the instructions on the
card. I hope you will play the game; I hope you will keep the card by the phone - just in case - and
I hope your children or grandchildren never have to use it!
Visit www.learnwithgrandma.org or write to:Granny Val, Myddfai,
Llandovery
SA20 ONZ.
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Women in Jude the Obscure
Hardy’s sisters Mary and Kate wanted to become teachers and attended a Salisbury Training
School where they were unhappy, especially Kate, Jude the Obscure is also the story of Sue
Bridehead, who is described as a ‘New Woman’ in the 1890s. It is significant that she feels it
unnecessary to marry even after having children. She feels far more comfortable living with a
man, but keeping her name, and her independence. Jude and Sue should have been born in
the twentieth century as they were certainly ahead of their time. As a feminist I sympathize
with Sue’s feminist ideas, particularly concerning marriage.
Hardy may have been thinking of his sister Mary when he created Sue, as Mary appears to
be sexually timid. (ibid). Although Sue has a fear of sex, she deceives herself when she
advocates, ‘ideals of free sex and freedom from the Christian dogma’. (Page, 2000:214).
Unfortunately Sue is expelled from the training College when she and Jude miss the last bus
home. Sue realizes that she was expelled because ‘their views on the relations of man and
woman are limited’. (Hardy 1994:200). The hierarchy in the Training College cannot
comprehend that cousins, a man and woman, can spend a night together and not have
intimate relations. Sue does not even have sexual relations with Phillotson, her husband, as
she feels her body belongs to no-one but her. She thinks it ‘outrageous that a married
woman should be regarded as a man’s property, or that sexual relationships should still
require institutionalization in a modern society’. (Morgan,1991:112).
When Sue finds out that Jude slept with Arabella his estranged wife, she feels affronted.
Arabella was Jude’s first love and she tricked him into marriage by becoming pregnant. The
marriage did not last as they had nothing in common and were not intellectually equal. Sue
was Jude’s soulmate. Arabella was coarse and shallow whereas Sue was refined, intellectual
and deep.

Anne Marshall Ruskin 2008

Bodleian Library Project
The whole experience of the project was really great, but of course everyone got different things from
it. For me, it was the first time I had lived in a college environment and for many years I had not done
any written work and I was very nervous about computers, in fact that is how I found out about
Ransackers because I was doing a short computer course and the tutor suggested that I should apply.
My subject was historical and there was plenty of information available especially in the libraries of
Oxford. I found out about all sorts of things and feel that I have now gained some knowledge on the
history of Oxford University. I also found out (from the internet) the changes that have been
happening during the last few years and the future of the Bodleian and libraries in general. I
discovered how the library developed from a room in the University Church during the 13th Century,
which then moved to its present site in the 15th Century.
The Bodleian has a book repository in Swindon and in 2010 six million books were moved to this site
and with the on-going process of digitalisation there are already over a million books available
electronically. So who knows how things will progress in the future.
I would recommend that anyone who has the time and is willing to learn about a chosen subject that they
spend 10 weeks taking part on a Ransackers Course!

Carolyn Ayres Ruskin 2010
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Women’s Role in WWI Project
War Girls by Jessie Pope
"There's the girl who clips your ticket for the train,
And the girl who speeds the lift from floor to floor,
There's the girl who does a milk-round in the rain,
And the girl who calls for orders at your door....
There's the motor girl who drives a heavy van,
There's the butcher girl who brings your joint of meat,
There's the girl who cries ‘All fares, please’! like a man,
And the girl who whistles taxis up the street.
Beneath each uniform
Beats a heart that's soft and warm, ...
They've no time for love and kisses
Till the khaki soldier boys come marching back."
(ed. Reilly, 1981)

Aileen Tebbutt Ruskin 2012

A Day in the Life of a Ransackers Tutor
My experience as the person that organises and tutors the Ransackers at Ruskin College is
not straight forward. It is rewarding, keeps me on my toes and also a little scary at times.
I have met a lot of remarkable people, while working with Ransacker students. Ransackers
come from so many backgrounds but they are united by one important thing which is the
desire to communicate their projects to the best of their ability.
They plan and develop their research skills in such a short space of time that I am not
surprised when there is the occasional wobble. My reward as a tutor comes when they get
past these understandable setbacks. It is so lovely when they realise that they can do it.
One of the great things about the course is that there is not a one size fits all approach to
learning. The student chooses a topic that they are interested in. This keeps me on my toes
because of the very wide range of different subjects chosen.
I emphasise that students are the experts in the subject and my role is to teach them some
academic tools so they can shift from a position of student to one of self- directing researcher.
They need to develop the skills not just to be able to describe facts and figures but to develop
a greater understanding of their subject.
Another group of Ransackers are about to embark on this journey. To them it is all unknown
and a bit daunting. Myself, Anne Norville and Emma Howell are also about to embark with
them on this journey. It is only when the term gets under way that the fear goes and the
serendipity of collaboration can happen.

David Bliss
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Genesis of a Poem
Until I was seven I loved my parents dearly. From the age of seven I HATED my mother.
The hatred arose out of laziness, born in Paisley, Scotland I was taken as a child of two to
Montreal, Canada.
In the French Province of Quebec, children started their schooling at seven – for half a day,
morning or afternoon.
I wanted to sleep late and go to lessons in the afternoon. Mother had a different idea!
The eldest of seven children, she left school at twelve, so, with hindsight, I understand her
reasoning now.
The morning stint at St. Aloysius, would eventually lead to my interest in things – Red Indian
(Native American) – because we had a visit from a be-feathered Indian Chief from the
reservation on St. Helen’s Island in the St. Laurence, then called Caughnawauga.
One time my father went bareback riding on a wild Indian pony. The horse leaped over the
corral and kidnapped my Dad but he hung on grimly to the mane and bought it back – tamed!
My times at the Reservation gave me a love for native things – and led eventually to a book of
poems:- Mohawk Memory.
And ultimately to this poem: The Last Tree, which is based on Amerindian thinking.

Peter Convery

The Last Tree
Only when the last tree has died

And the last fish been caught

And we realise
There is no shade

As we sit wailing by festering
Armageddon waters

Only when the last exhausted bird
Has mourned
The lack of a friendly
Resting place

Will we realise

Will we pause to
Think

Only when these things
Are clear before our blinkered eyes

A grieving look
Upon each face

Will we eventually be forced
To realise

And the last river been poisoned

That we cannot eat money!

And the once clear waters
Roiling
Under cruel coiling skies
Wearying its way to a
Dying sea

Broiling under
Uncaring skies
Remorselessly sunny

Peter Convery
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Insight into the OAK Programme
The Open Access to Knowledge (OAK) programme is a lifelong learning project designed to
give older people a positive experience of learning in a higher education context through the
completion of individual research projects. As one of our former students said:
“...I felt like I was asleep and this [OAK] has woken me up.”
Some of these participants have undertaken higher education degree courses and we are
delighted that
a student from the first OAK programme graduated this summer with a BA (Hons) in English
Literature and Community History. Further, the programme has contributed to the wider
ambitions of Hastings towards education-led regeneration.
“I needed to get out of the house and I needed a commitment to get me out...”
The 20 week programme consists of a part-time course in the second semester (February –
June) of two full days a week, with an expectation of additional private study of 8-10 hours
during the remainder of the week. In their two days at the University of Brighton in Hastings
OAK students are supported in their studies by tutors and library staff including seminars,
workshops on project development and research methods. This student centred approach
enables and values their’ participation as an adventure in learning, to provide an experience
that empowers participants as learners, encourage them to seek further learning opportunities
and have fun!
The OAK programme is grateful for help and support from Ransackers.

The University of Brighton in Hastings
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The Oxford Searchers Group
The aims of Searchers include intellectual stimulation, confidence building, a range of skills and a
desire to take what we have learned to others. Teaming up with the Museum of Oxford, we run yearly
Summer and Winter schools entitled ‘Write your Life’ where people can present research,
autobiography and family history. Eighty attended the last one and twenty people who in most cases
had never spoken in public before, gave short contributions. It was magic listening to the variety, the
humour, sadness and range of topics, from escaping to Pakistan after partition to working in banking.
Publishing is another aim- part of our ‘doing it for real’ approach. With a small grant we have produced
extracts from research, contributions to the Summer School, and helped individuals with more
extended pieces. One student began a short piece of research on her great grandfather, Benjamin
Creswick, a Sheffield Cutler who became a protégée of John Ruskin and a fine sculptor. This became
a lengthy published project and with several universities on board she is currently setting up a special
website as she pursues more research- literally around the country.
Most people are less ambitious but topics are fascinating including Oxford and the Civil War, a
Hungarian heritage, warfare in the middle ages and Mary Secole.
We run on very little money. Participants pay £2 per session to cover the room and handouts and we
used some Grassroots Funding to produce course materials which we are happy to pass on. I work
as a volunteer, keeping what I consider to be ‘real adult education’ alive during these hard times when
get back to work or personal development are as good as it gets.
Nothing stands still and with the Museum of Oxford we now have a large and lively Creative Writing
group working on their own stuff as well as museum projects. A Social Science course and an Art
Course inspired by the Pitmen Painters start soon. Several sessions will be taken by Searcher
students. All are free and based on the same principles as Searchers. Exhibitions, publications and
involvement in encouraging other groups are planned. I also run a very successful Changing
Directions course for Age UK, currently with thirty members and many of them are now joining
Searchers and the other courses.
We open our doors to all adults whatever their age. With unemployment growing we all want to attract
younger people too and this is beginning to happen.

Katherine Hughes

katherineihughes@yahoo.co.uk

Monica Clarke at Brunel University Conference
Speakers included Fay Weldon, Novelist, Playwright and Screenwriter, Dr. Lynda Shaw,
Lecturer in Psychology and Neuroscience, Lynne Copp, Brit Award winner ‘Dancing Round
the Handbags’ and Sally Thurlbeck ‘Hands On Workshop Connect 2 Colour’.
I attended Dr. Lynda Shaw’s workshop ‘Is ageing well a gender issue?’ and ‘what course of
action do we need to take to help us age well?’ First on the list was exercise, which includes
the following: Reading, Learning a Language, Card Games (memory based), Creating and
maintaining a Scrapbook, Chess, Learning or using a Computer, Writing a Diary,
Knowledge/Trivia Games, Crosswords, Sudoku, Visiting Museums and Galleries, Learning an
Instrument, Learning New songs or Lyrics etc. Dr Shaw also suggested we identify a
personal habit i.e. take a new different route, using as many of our senses as possible. She
underlined the importance of having good Social Interaction, Self Worth, Stress Management,
Nutrition and, of course, a good sense of humour.

Monica Clarke
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Coming Up
Ransackers Return to Northern College
Northern college is an adult residential college set in its own magnificent
buildings and grounds, near to Barnsley in South Yorkshire. The College is
dedicated to the education of men and women who do not have formal
qualifications and want to engage in learning.
The Ransackers project offers an opportunity for older people who have not
benefitted from further education to study residentially at the College for a term.
Supported by an experienced tutor, students will undertake an independent
research project in an area of interest that will increase their own skills and
benefit the community.
Ransackers participants are generally aged 55 plus. All tuition, bed, breakfast
and evening meal is provided at the College.
We have a fabulous Library and Learning Resource Centre and excellent
learning facilities. Most of the College is accessible to people with disabilities.
For more information contact the College on 01226 776000.
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The Ransackers Association
Subscription Invitation 2012 – 2013
Calling all Ransackers – here is your invitation to renew your subscription or become
a new member of the Ransackers Association. The annual subscription remains at
£10 so please join up - your support is vital. If the sum is a problem send what is
appropriate to you. We keep costs to the minimum and will email where possible.
Please complete the slip below and send it with your cheque, made out to The
Ransackers Association Limited to:
Jenny New, Secretary, 22 Woodcote Road, London E11 2QA
Please be assured that your details will be kept by the Association for administrative
purposes only and will never be passed to a third party without your agreement.
We look forward to hearing from you.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Name……………………………………………………………..
Address……………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………….Post Code…………………….
Telephone…………………………………………….
Email……………………………………………………
I enclose my cheque in the sum of £…………..
If you are a UK income or capital gains taxpayer the Association can reclaim the tax
you have paid on your subscription. If appropriate please sign and date the
statement below.
I would like the Ransackers Association Limited to reclaim tax under the Gift Aid
Scheme on all monies I have given since 2006.
Signed…………… ………………………………….

Date…………………………
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