RANSACKERS PROJECT UPDATE
Through many intensive discussions and negotiations
with the Powers that be, and the host organization the
Centre for Policy on Ageing (CPA) a satisfactory
conclusion has been reached.
The CPA have agreed to hand over the Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) of the Ransacker Project to our
organization the Ransackers Association, who will work
with the residential colleges offering this unique
opportunity to Older People to study later in life.
Vi Hughes, the founder of this educational adventure
and our President, is pleased that her wishes are finally
fulfilled and the Project will continue for many years to
come.
Editor: Teresa Lefort – atlefort@btinternet.com

Ransackers’ exploring
Northern College

Ransackers’ Autumn Development
Meeting at Northern College
At the end of October the Committee Members of the Ransackers’
Association met for a residential weekend at Northern College, to complete
important development work, including finalising the Constitution of the
Association. The weekend began with a very interesting tutor-led session
exploring the history of the wonderful building and grounds of the college.
Northern has offered the Ransackers’ programme to residential students
since 2005 and many of our members will be familiar with its beautiful
location, near Barnsley in South Yorkshire.
On Saturday morning the committee considered various marketing
strategies and used the valuable Saturday afternoon session, supported by
lead tutor Jackie Chapman, to complete their work on the Constitution. {The
Constitution was subsequently adopted by the Association at a specially
convened Extraordinary General Meeting held on 23 November 2010.} In
the late evening committee members relaxed and enjoyed a social gathering
in the college bar.
On Sunday morning participants returned to the classroom to polish up
their digital photography skills. But being Ransackers’ members were soon
off with their cameras to record the interior and the grounds of Northern and
of course to photograph the group. (See photo) One of the most interesting
visual displays observed at the college was the collection of banners on loan
from the local mining communities in the area. (See photo?) After an
excellent Sunday lunch Ransackers headed back home with the feeling that
good progress had been made on the work of the Association, but also that
the committee members had enjoyed participating once again in residential
college life.
June Kathchild – Ransackers enquiries: l.purcell@northern.ac.uk

Noah’s Ark Project – Ruskin 2006
Three months! I would know all about my subject! My first tutorial quelled this.
"Your expectations are too great, you cannot hope to cover more than a tenth of the
research in one term". Could I prove my tutor wrong? One month and I knew she
was right. Noah's Ark and the flood would take my research many years.
A schoolboy, a History Exam question, "how old is history".
remembered the margin notes in my Bible.

Perplexed I

Creation 4004 BC, adding the date '1942 ' gave a proud answer 5946 years ago.
The results came out my irate atheist history master put the mark of his cane on
both my hands. The pain soon faded my curiosity heightened. Genesis has
intrigued ever since.
I exhausted my local Libraries and much of the Web.
Retirement gave me more quality time. Then there was this wonderful opportunity!
Three month’s study and access to the Bodleian Library. Five thousand words gave
me an essay but not a complete hypothesis.
Now five years on with several long interruptions, there are yet more books to read
and more ideas to consider. Sadly Middle East travel for the solitary visitor with a
camera and notepad off the tourist trail is a dangerous occupation, I have not added
to my previous three visits.
Now I can present a good case for when, where and how a flood took place but still
seek corroborative evidence to sustain it.
Perhaps by 2030 it will be complete, for the moment the seeking is as exciting as
completion. There was that marvellous time at Ruskin for which I am very grateful.
Bryan M Field

The Six Modern Celtic Languages
In this project, the researcher attempts to discover the answer to the above question
by examining material related to the six languages: Irish Gaelic, Scottish Gaelic,
Manx, Welsh, Cornish and Breton.
The reader is introduced to the historical movements of the Celtic people, followed by
the intended research methodology. Each of the six languages is dealt with
separately in terms of its development, number of speakers, cultural and political
influences and apparent viability.
In addition, the author has carried out a survey by questionnaire and has audiotaped speaker giving their views on learning a Celtic language. The author has
always been interested in languages and is a former ESOL tutor.
Chris Prior – Fircroft 2008

Ransackers Term Success
This term has been another successful term for the Ransackers. We have
had four students this term researching and enjoying collegiate life. Without
fail, the research projects have impressed the tutors by their variety, depth of
knowledge and sheer effort put in by the students. The topics of the projects
were variously: maternal instinct, chocolate, poor town planning in Oxford, and
the American Mustang fighter plane. Kevin wrote about the Mustang. His
father was one of the pilots that escorted bombers during WW2.
Two current Ransackers have expressed an interest in continuing on the
Independent studies programme next term. This is great news. It shows that
although it can be hard to get started after you have been out of education for
a number of years, once you find out you can do it there is no stopping you!
There has been a lot of interest in the Independent studies programme for
next term, more so than for the Ransackers though we are still getting
applications sent in. We do have space for more.
Finally, Audrey Mullender, our Principal, has been working hard to ensure that
the Ransackers can continue to flourish in this period of cuts. We hope to
continue the Ransackers project, which is now becoming an established part
of College life. Things are looking promising. I think potential students can be
confident that there will still be the opportunities to study, enjoyed by previous
Ransackers.
David Bliss – Ransacker Co-ordinator Ruskin
enquiries: bstewart@ruskin.ac.uk

OAK Project
We’ve been running a Ransackers style course at Hastings for the past four
years with some degree of success: around 12 students each year for a nonresidential course lasting 22 weeks, free for students. Every intake quite
different, but, going by their feedback, each has gained in different ways and
have been very positive about the course.
The student handbook and some feedback were gathered by a University of
Brighton researcher. Other feedback has been less detailed, but with very
similar outcomes. Unfortunately, the university has decided that it can no longer
afford to run the course after this year’s intake.
Mike Hall - Ransacker Co-ordinator
enquiries: M.B.Hall@brighton.ac.uk

Ransacker Rap (Peter Convery)
Young people are not unique and the World’s been here a long time!

Ransackers

Young people don’t Know it All –
and the World’s been here a long time!
Yes, the World’s been here
a long long time
and the World has secrets still;
the World’s been here a long – long time –
And we hope it always will !
Students respond

Old people are not unique
and the World’s been here a long time !
Old people don’t Know it All
and the World’s been here a long time!
Yes, the world’s been here
a long long time
and the World has secrets still,
the World’s been here a long, long time
and we know it always will –

All Together

: if Young people & Old People
just remember we’re All People
like You People and Me People
And the world’s been here a long time
And the World has secrets still
Yes the World’s been here a long time
And we know it Always Will –
Sure Hope to God it will !

Ransackers and Students shake hands and embrace, indicating that the
assembled company should do likewise!
First performed at:

FIRCROFT COLLEGE - SELLY OAK – BIRMINGHAM - Autumn 2007

The Ransackers:

Margaret Howarth - Christine Robinson - Stan Watkins - Peter Convery

A traditional afternoon tea followed with CUCUMBER SANDWICHES - thanks to Margaret & Christine

International Longevity Centre – UK (ILC-UK)
I have been a crossbench (independent) member of the House of Lords since
2000 and I chair four All-Party Parliamentary Groups (APPGs) across both the
House of Lords and the House of Commons: Dementia, Corporate Social
Responsibility, Intergenerational Futures and Continence Care. I work actively
with the APPGs on various issues. For example the APPG on Dementia is
currently undertaking an inquiry into saving money in dementia care and
improving outcomes for people with dementia and the APPG on Continence
Care is drafting a new guide on cost effective commissioning of continence care
services.
Outside of parliament, I am Chief Executive of the International Longevity Centre
– UK (ILC-UK). The ILC-UK is an independent, non-partisan think-tank
dedicated to addressing issues of longevity, ageing and population change. Our
policy remit is broad, and covers everything from pensions and financial
planning, to health and social care, housing design, and age discrimination. We
work primarily with central government, but also actively build relationships with
local government, the private sector and relevant professional and academic
associations. The ILC-UK is part of the International Longevity Centre Global
Alliance, of which I am co - President. We have 12 partners across the globe in
the United States of America, Japan, France, the Dominican Republic, India,
South Africa, Argentina, the Netherlands, the Czech Republic, Singapore and
Israel. The alliance is a multinational research and educational consortium,
united in a common purpose to understand and address the consequences of
population ageing and advancing longevity. Our unique alliance undertakes joint
studies and symposia as well as country-specific activities to engage and inform
a wide variety of stakeholders from across the globe.
I am also a Commissioner on the Equality and Human Rights Commission. We
have a statutory remit to promote and monitor human rights; and to protect,
enforce and promote equality across the nine "protected" grounds - age,
disability, gender, race, religion and belief, pregnancy and maternity, marriage
and civil partnership, sexual orientation and gender reassignment. I am Lead
Commissioner on the current EHRC inquiry into older people in homecare and
human rights.
As well as these two roles, I have recently chaired the Westminster Council
Social Care Commission which has been looking at cost-effective saving in adult
social care services in light of the recent budget cuts. Our recommendations will
be launched later this month.

Address from our valued Patron - Baroness Sally Greengross

The Ransackers Association
Subscription Invitation 2011 - 2012
We would like to invite all Ransackers to renew their subscription or become new
members of the Ransackers Association. The annual subscription remains at £10. If the
sum is a problem or, on the other hand, you are feeling generous send what is appropriate
for you, up or down. Your support is the main issue. We try to keep costs to the minimum
and will email where possible. Please complete the slip below and send with your cheque,
made out to The Ransackers Association to:Jenny New (Secretary), 22 Woodcote Road, London E11 2QA
Please be assured that your details will be kept by the Association for administrative
purposes only and will never be passed to a third party without your agreement.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________________
____________________________________

Post Code______________

Telephone_________________________________
Email_____________________________________
I enclose my cheque in the sum of ___________________
Please tell us where you did your Ransackers course_____________________________
And the title of your project__________________________________________________

Ransackers Courses are under threat due to the education cutbacks. With
the pressure on it really is a case of use them or lose them, so please try to
promote the experience to interested people. The contact details of each of
the colleges currently offering Ransackers courses are listed on pages 3 and
5, so let them know that there is a demand and that the courses really are
valued.
SPECIAL FORTHCOMING EVENT - - - - - - - - 11 June 2011, 11.30 - 3pm
Hillcroft Celebration Day - - - - - - celebrating student achievement at Hillcroft,
food, events and celebrations, all welcome
Rsvp: events@hillcroft.ac.uk

