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WELCOME TO OUR ANNUAL 
RANSACKERS ASSOCIATION 

NEWSLETTER 2010 
 

Ransackers Association Members’ Project Update 
 
The Association has been the chief Trailblazer for the continuance of the 
Ransackers Educational Project. In the words of Vi Hughes Project Founder 
Extraordinaire, “We, in the Association, have kept the project alive and 
carried the torch forward on behalf of all our members in the face of great 
adversity when Better Government for Older People, the Ransackers 
Project host organisation,  was disbanded in 2009’’. We wish the Project to 
continue with a host organisation with the Ransackers Association. We 
hope that this will be implemented quickly so that many more mature people 
can experience the educational adventure that is the Ransackers Project. 
Teresa Lefort, editor – atlefort@btinternet.com  
 
Some of the colleges involved in the Ransacker project: 
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Hillcroft is a national educational 
charity for women. Since its foundation 
in 1920 it has constantly evolved to 
respond to the educational needs of 
women.  Based on the outskirts of London, 
it has remained a centre for many women 
to stay and study successfully. 

Northern 
College - 
Yorkshire 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A Ransackers’ Project - Tony Carter 
 
‘Its Only Art’ is the title of the project I undertook for my Ransackers’ course at Ruskin College. 
In 1936, the German Nazis seized from public galleries and private collections hundreds of 
paintings and sculptures considered to be degenerate. The work of many modern artists was 
seized and modern art, as we understand the term, was effectively destroyed in Germany. I 
found it odd that these events were so little noticed in Great Britain so I looked into the causes. 
 
Of course, in Britain modern art is not universally appreciated today and one can readily think 
of many of our own contacts and perhaps a few newspapers that would be ready with critical 
comments about, say, Tracy Emin or Damien Hirst. 
Their predecessors of the 1930s were no doubt equally unappreciative of many of their 
contemporary artists. But even in circles where greater understanding and sympathy might 
have been expected little notice appears to have been taken. 
 
One such group was the active artistic left wing of the art world, including the Artists’ 
International Association, which had an important place in the anti-fascist movement of the 
time. My project examined why there may have been so little response to events in Germany in 
the art world generally and specifically on the political left. I pointed to the attitude then of the 
British Government, of avoiding confrontation and hoping for accommodations, as helping to 
create an atmosphere discouraging criticism of the Nazis. There was, in any event, little 
appreciation in this country of modern German art (in distinction to a greater feeling for modern 
French art). 
 
At the same time, the political left was preoccupied by events in Spain – and also in assisting 
the many individual refugees from Nazism. But art does have an important role in our lives. 
When she was culture minister, Tessa Jowell wrote of culture having a part to play, ‘defining 
and preserving our cultural identity – of the individual, of communities and of the nation as a 
whole.  In 2003 there was a large fire at a warehouse storing much contemporary art. 
Surveying the ruins, sculptor Dinos Chapman commented, ‘It’s only art’.  
 

Lessons from Tolpuddle Martyrs’ Festival - Anne Sieve 
 
It was with more than usual anticipation that I looked forward to the Annual Tolpuddle Rally in 
Dorset, because the subject of Saturday’s key debate was ”Which way now for Education?” On 
the platform were representatives from the University and College Union, the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers, the National Union of Teachers and NASUWT. Would I hear a positive 
cry for adult education?. Unfortunately, the focus was on the recent deliberations of the 
Education Minister Michael Gove and no one was called to put a question about life-long 
learning. Feeling disappointed, I hot-footed it to the Unison tent where Rodney Bickerstaffe, 
former General Secretary and successor to Jack Jones of the National Pensioners Convention, 
was giving the address. Job cuts in the public sector was the main topic of discussion and I 
was the only person who highlighted the raw deal experienced by adult education in the last 
few years. 
The only bright light was the Ruskin College Stand, staffed by the Principal on her annual 
holiday, and representatives from the TUC Training Unit.  The Ruskin Fellowship Reunion, is 
open to all Ruskin Students, 17-19 September, Tom Schuller, Director of the Inquiry into the 
Future for Lifelong Learning, is the keynote speaker. His report is a good foundation for our 
campaign to retain the Ransackers Project. The old adage “use or lose it” is the mantra for life-
long learning and the foundation of the Ransackers Project which have all been  
Privileged to share.    Ruskin Ransacker Autumn 2004 
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The Ransacker Programme at Northern College 
 
We have been delivering the Ransacker Programme at Northern for 4 years with a total of 5 
cohorts completing the programme and a 6th just beginning. I am always astounded by the 
variety of projects undertaken by Ransackers and their commitment and motivation to learn. 
Some start the programme never having turned on a computer, but leave with an infectious 
enthusiasm for all that the digital age has to offer. Ransackers always have something to say 
and are keen to share their knowledge with others. The groups have been supportive of each 
other and encourage one another to carry on when they feel like giving up, which is a complete 
joy to see.  
  
I love teaching the Ransacker groups. I am guaranteed to have an enjoyable time in the 
classroom, although I always need to be on my toes. Sometimes I’m teaching but more often 
than not I’m the one learning. I have learnt that history isn’t about boring books of Kings and 
Queens or dusty tomes analysing the Industrial Revolution. It is about real people and the lives 
they have led, the changes they have seen and the things they have done. I have learnt that 
when people have the opportunity and space to learn and think wonderful things happen and 
most importantly that all student parties should have a group of Ransackers present.  
 

        
 
 

Life after Ransackers by Monica Clarke 
 

 
 
For good health Monica advises us to: 

• Eat regular meals spaced throughout the day 
• Choose slow-releasing carbohydrate foods (whole grains) 
• Increase your intake of “live” foods (fresh fruits and vegetables) 
• Identify your body’s protein needs – 100g for women and 150g for men 

 
If you would like more information about Monica’s products contact her at 
myc@aunaturelle.fsnet.co.uk  or www.myc-aunaturelle.co.uk 
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Did your Ransackers Project lead you to other exciting 
projects?  Ransacker Monica Clarke used her project to 
research “Soy as a Super Food”. From her findings and 
after taking a business course at Hillcroft, Monica was able 
to become a distributor for a Soy Protein product. 
 Monica explained the importance of protein to develop 
muscles, which in turn burn calories effectively, something 
most of us are concerned about.  Monica’s Ransackers 
project enabled her to discover the value of soy protein.  
Proteins taken from other sources tend to be accompanied 
by an excess of calories. 
 

Long may it continue!! 
 
 
Jackie Chapman – Ransacker Co-ordinator 
jackiechapman@northern.ac.uk  

Wentworth 
Castle 



 

 

Some educational news from Oxford 
  
A 10 week FREE course is running for Age UK entitled Changing Directions for any 50+ people 
who want to make changes in their lives, maybe due to retirement, unemployment, 
bereavement , or because they feel stuck in a rut! It will run from Monday September 13th, at 
the Jam Factory, 10.30-1pm and if people cannot make the first week they can join any time 
after. 
   
Searchers are also working with the Museum of Oxford, Age UK, the Library Service and 
Community Development on a programme entitled 'Our Lives, Our Oxford'. This is FREE, open 
to people of all ages and begins on Wednesday September 15th 1.30-4pm at the Museum of 
Oxford.  It includes sessions on archeology for beginners, doing research, writing about your 
life, library tours and much more. People can come to any sessions which interest them. 
Contact neil.stevenson@oxford.gov.uk for a programme. 
 
 

Fircroft College centenary celebrations – August 2010 
 
Stalls and entertainments made for a happy atmosphere befitting such a grand occasion. Staff 
had excelled to make campus welcoming for all ages – children and adults; past and current 
students; and particularly Ransackers.  
 
The college suffered devastating effects after a fire, however, one benefit of the fire – YES 
benefit! Has been that refurbishment has expanded the ensuite facilities for students! 
 
Principal Fiona Larden and staff welcome everyone to a fun day on the Saturday and the 
celebrations continued through to Sunday with a grand buffet and a classical quartet musical 
entertainment: indoors if you wished, or al fresco with the windows open. 
 
It was a delight for Ransackers to meet the young students again and to know that they were 
continuing with their studies so successfully. The Ransackers themselves also greeted one 
another heartily, recalling their vintage of course! 
 
A sad note was that Helen Pursey who supported the Ransackers was to retire. We wish her 
well in her freedom days and thank her for her support – and indeed all at Fircroft for a fabulous 
time. 
 
Peter Convery 
 
Ransackers Association Reunion 
 
Plans are now afoot for a Ransackers Reunion next Spring 2011.  The Committee is trying to 
find venues in different parts of the country so that all members will have the opportunity of 
attending.  Further information as soon as options are sourced. 
 
In the meantime, please let us have your ideas for topics and speakers. Jenny New – Secretary 
 
Ransackers Association Aims and Objectives 
 
i) To promote the continuation of the Ransackers courses 
ii) To promote fellowship among former Ransackers 
iii) To promote the rights and enjoyment of Lifelong Learning	 Page Four 


